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Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab arrived 

17. 
vernment press service, Fritz Meznik, and by his secretary, 
*h Haider. 


in New York 


He is accompanied by the head of the Austrian 


§ HERE, CONFERS WITH EISENHOWER 
bri 


| The Chancellor was met at the International Airport by 
Presentatives of the State Department, the City of New York, 
\ustria’s Permanent Representative at the United Nations, 
bassador Natsch, by Austria’s Ambassador to the United 
tes, Dr. Platzer, and by Consul General Schiller. 

Mr. Raab had dinner with U.N. Secretary General Dag 
lammarskjoeld at the New York residence of Ambassador 
latsch, and attended High Mass at st. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Mday the Chancellor lunched with 
’rdinal Spellman. He proceeded to Washingtor in the after- 

(Continued on page 2) 


morning. After mass, 


TT 


G.N.P. UP 114.8% IN LAST DECADE 

Between 1947 and 1957, Austria’s gross national product 
increased by 114.8%. The recently published 10-year report 
of the OEEC shows that the increase was the greatest at- 
tained hy any single menber of that organization. (Records 
show an average rate of increase of 60.8% for all member 
states.) 


CABINET DEALS WITH HUNGARIAN PROTEST 

An extraordinary session of the Austrian cabinet recently 
dealt with an incident caused by two Hungarian diplomats 
(referred to in our precedingissue) and its effects upon rela- 
tions between the two countries. (A Hungarian refugee, Dr. 
Pasztor, had told police in Vienna that an agent of the Hun- 
garian secret police whom he knew had tried to coerce hin 
into cooperation with the Hungarian intelligence service.) 

While the Austrian governnient was discussing this matter, 
the Austrian legation in Budapest was handed a note of pro- 
test by the Hungarian Foreign Ministry. 

The note said that the Hungarian Foreign Ministry had 
observed during the past few months that ‘‘Hungarian iplo- 
mats following their daily tasks had been molested, impeded 
and provoked by Austrian police.’’ 

Members of the diplomatic corps, the note continued, had 
not only the right but the 
their countries living in a host nation and to preserve their 
legal rights. It was for these reasons, the note said, that 
Hungarian Foreign Ministry must protest against all 
activities on the part of Austrian authorities which attempt 
to impede Hungarian diplomats in thier communications with 
Hungariar citizens. 

In reply to this note the Cabinet declared: 

The Austrian Government was astonished to read in the 
Hungarian note that the Hungarian Foreign Ministry considered 
the activities of the two diplomats as their ‘‘daily tasks.”’ 

In fact, the governinent said, these activities constituted 
a violation of Austrian sovereignty. A Hungarian diplomat 
tried to recruit a Hungarian refugee for the Hungarian intel- 
ligence service. This refugee had found asylum in Austria 
and is under the jurisdiction of the United Nations commis- 
sioner for refugees. The refugee did not ask the authorities 
of his former homeland for assistance. The fact that the 
Hungarian diplomat chose a parking lot as the meeting place 
with a refugee must be considered in this context. 

‘The Austrian Government does not by any means stop 


duty to take care of citizens of 


the 
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Hungarian refugees from returning home if they so decide by PITTERMANN ADVOCATES TEMPORARY ener 
their own free will,’’ the statement continues. ‘‘But the HALT OF ATOMIC WEAPONS TESTS yom ber 
government would not tolerate undue influence or pressure Addressing a Socialist party congress in Vienna, Aust 9300 ir 
being exercised upon refugees to make them tractable to cer trian Vice Chancellor Bruno Pittermann declared that, a; ats ) 
tain suggestions or to force them to return.”’ a preliminary to a summit conference, atomic weapons tests vinistry 
The Cabinet decided to reject the Hungarian protest. should be discontinued. Sober consideration, Dr. Pitterman 2.800 W 

It was also decided to refuse future entry into Austria to said, could be given in the meantime to current proposals fy smi grate 

one diplomat, Jozsef Teleki, who has already left Austria. general disarmament and to suitable control measures { hook for 
The Cabinet further decided to declare the Secretary of the making these proposals effective. est Ge 
Hungarian Legation, Jozsef Kertesz, persona non grata. NO RECESSION IN THE AUSTRIAN ECONOMY 4,500 Pp: 
14,000 YUGOSLAV REFUGEES IN 1957 The current international recession so far has had rele Canada. 
During the past year more than 14,000 Yugoslavs secretly tively little effect upon the Austrian economy. In spite of ti Abt 
crossed the borders into Austria. More than 6,000 Yugoslav economic difficulties in the U.S., the trade level of Westem§ay-tria 


at the beginning of 1958; 
since the first of the year, another 1,188 refugees arrived. 
(Several tragedies occurred in recent months, because some of 
the refugees either froze to death or fell to their deaths as 
crossed the mountains.) Since the start of 1958, 573 
were not granted asylum in Austria were returned. 


refugees were cared for in camps 


they 


refugees who 
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RAAB TO SCHWEITZER 
Chancellor recently wrote to Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer who had sent him his three lectures on the prob- 
lem of atomic weapons. 
thank 


your 


Julius Raab 


sincerely for your letter in 
lectures,”’ the Chancellor 


‘Permit me to you 


which you enclosed three 
urote. 
‘‘The 


I, too, am of the opinion that all well-meaning people 


Austrian press has given considerable space to 
them. 
must stand together in order to save mankind from the abuses 
of modern technology. However, this will be possible only if 
the big powers, primarily, decide not to employ the terrible 
weapons which have been created during the past 15 years. 
rest assured that Austria will back any con- 
structive initiative embracing all nations.’’ 


‘‘Please 


Raab Visit (Continued from page 1) 


noon; on Monday, May 19 he was President Eisenhower’s 
guest for lunch at the White House and had dinner with Vice 
President Nixon at Blair House. He also dined with Secretary 
of State Dulles on the following day. 

During his three day’s stay at the capital, the Chancellor 
conferred with congressional leaders of both parties and re- 
presentatives of the business community. There has also been 
a reception and a luncheon at the Austrian embassy. Having 
arrived in May 21, Mr. Raab proceeded to south 
Indiana, where he received a Honorary Doctorate of 
Laws at Notre Dame University. 

The Chancellor then intends to see some of the West and 


Chicago 
Bend, 


the West coast; he proceeded to San Francisco today, May 
24, and will 
on May 28. 


emplane for the return trip via the polar route 







Europe which takes two thirds of Austrian exports, remaine 
high. Trade with Eastern European nations which, in cor 
parison with other Western countries, is relatively import 
offers additional possibilities for stabilization of the ecx 
nomy. The fact that the domestic boom was not over-exploite; 
and that the cooperation between management and labo 
effected a serene price-wage development also helped to kee 
the Austrian economy on an even keel. While currency pro} 
lems forced other Western European countries to stick to 
more or less firm restrictive policy —only recently changed 
to a freer economy — Austria’s economy was freed last yeah, 
from too much restriction. Tax concessions for new invest 
ments were reintroduced and credit policies were liberalized 
Since early 1958, public orders helped to stimulate trade 
These factors aided in overcoming economic fluctuation 
without too much difficulty by turning some trade from th 
export market into the domestic economy. 


refugee 
[AE A-F 

Act 
quarters 
to the I 












varying 
mil'ion 
HELMER DISCUSSES REFUGEE PROBLEM and it 
The Austrian Minister of the Interior, Oskar Helmejand sci 
said at a recent press conference in Vienna that he and thqeutumn, 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Dr. Anguste Lindijtraining 
agreed on efforts to alleviate the conditions under which som Th 
of the earlier refugees still live in camps. He said that agreegeneral 
ment had also been reached that the question of the ungariderst C 
refugees should finally be brought to an acceptable solution. |ly by Me 
During the years from 1945 to the end of 1957, a total Agency 
1,400,000 refugees and homeless arrived in Austria. Thi Agi 
figure does not include new refugees from Yugoslavia ang Tr 
Hungary who crossed into Austria since 1956. Nor does {i trainin, 
include the hundreds of thousands of refugees who passe “7 
through Austria under the supervision of the Allied occupatio}fiundam 
althorities. Of the above total, more than one million havédetecti 
departed from Austria. radiati 
At the beginning of 1958, 65,000 old-time refugees livedpectin, 
Austria; 6,000 of them were in camps. and in 
The total cost paid by Austria for the maintenance of th e 
earlier refugees (not counting the recent influx from Yugoipects 
slavia and Hungary) amounted to 1,564,268,000 schillings folhuclea 
the period 1945 through 1957. Counting the cost under presenition ef 
currency values, the amount is close to four billion schil and d 
lings. (26 schillings equal one dollar.) fuels, 





Helmer then discussed the recent Hungarian refugees, o! - 








Moy 24, 1958 


Austrian Information 


Page 3 





whom nearly 182,000 entered Austria. As of May 2, 1958, their 
number had been reduced to 18,250. 7,600 live in camps, 
2,300 in homes of private relief groups and 8,350 in private 
‘homes. A poll among 10,500 refugees conducted by the Interior 
‘$yinistry during recent months had shown, Helmer said, that 
2,800 wanted to stay in Austria while about 7,700 wanted to 
emigrate to foreign countries, preferably overseas. (1,228 
look forward to finding new homes in Europe, half of them in 
West Germany; of the other 6,500 who want to go overseas, 
4,500 prefer the United States. The rest would like to go to 











About 11,000 Hungarian refugees were repatriated from 
Austria or through Austria. 7,800 returned to Hungary directly 
om Austria. Of those refugees who emigrated to the United 
OMstates, 389 returned to Austria. Two hundred of them refused 
= ~ontinue their trip to Hungary. Since they were political 
refugees, Austria granted them asylum. 

“7 |AEA-FELLOWSHIPS FOR ATOMS FOR PEACE TRAINING 
According to an announcement from its Vienna head- 
“fquarters, well over two hundred fellowships are now available 
Tto the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

‘Of ‘The initial program of the Agency has been focused on 
Sethe training and exchange of scientists and experts 
field of peaceful uses of atomic energy, both because such a 
program corresponds to the most urgent needs of less devel- 
“foped countries and because it can be undertaken even with 
“tthe limited resources and experience so far available to the 
MPAcency. 

The availability of more than two hundred fellowships of 

varying kinds, representing a monetary value of more than one 
mil'ion dollars, now puts the program in its operational stage 
and it is confidently predicted that many young technicians 
mejand scientists will start the next academic year, that is this 
th¢gutumn, as IAEA fellows in foreign universities, research and 
ndjtraining institutes. 
SOM The fellowships are financed either through the agency’s 
reqgeneral fund, for which 250,000 dollars were voted by the 
igFirst General Conference as voluntary contributions, or direct- 
yn. |ly by Member Governments that have offered facilities to the 
| Agency. The fellowships will in both cases be awarded by 
rhifthe Agency. 


a: 


ani The fellowships are intended for the following kinds of 
S litraining: 
sed 


- General techniques training to develop skills in some 
tio}furdamental techniques applied in nuclear energy, such as: 
avédetection and measurement of radiation, protection against 
tadiation hazards, production and use of radio-isotopes, pros- 
vedpecting and processing of radioactive ores, basic operation 
and instrumentation of reactors, etc. 
thé - Specialist training in theoretical and experimental as- 
lgopects of nuclear energy science and technology, such as: 
folMuclear reactions, chemistry of radioactive materials, radia- 
senition effects in chemistry and biology, neutron physics, theory 
hil and design of reactors, reactor materials including nuclear 
fuels, etc. 
0! - Research training including active participation in re- 





rr. 


in the 


SCHAERF IN BRUSSELS 

Ausrtian President Adolf Schaerf was the first foreign 
head of state to visit the Brussels World’s Fair. He was met 
by Belgium’s King Baudouin. 
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The Austrian Pavilion at Night. 





application of new nuclear 
properties and structure of 


search work in such fields as: 
research tools, the physical 

nuclides, new reactor designs to meet the needs of special 
areas and circumstances. 

More than 60,000 dollars are so far available for the 
fellowships to be awarded under the agency’s general fund. 
Offers representing a considerably larger contribution have 
been communicated to the Director General, Mr. Sterling Cole, 
by a number of Member Governments. 


COMMERCIAL JETS TO FLY U.S.-VIENNA THIS YEAR 

Pan American Air Lines intends to use Boeing 707 jet 
airliners on the U.S.-Europe route late this year. Vienna wil] 
probably be one of the terminals. This would make a flight 
from New York to Vienna a matter of nine hours. 


MOUNTING PROCEEDS FROM TOURIST TRAFFIC 

Currency receipts from tourist traffic for the whole of 
Austria during March, 1958, amounted to a total of 253.5 
million schillings against 251.5 million in February, 1957, 
and 182.9 million in March, 1957. ($1 equals 26 schillings. ) 


PRICE LEVEL STEADY 

According to official Austrian statistics, the index of 
wholesale prices went down from 863 in March to 854 in April 
(March 1938 — 100). While the index for foodstuffs remained 
unchanged at 763, the index for industrial goods declined 
by 2.4% from 1,045 to 1,020. Jute, rubber, copper and tin 
went up very slightly, while wool, flax, heap and hard coal] 
went down. The retail index declined from 747 to 745. In the 
retail trade, cheaper prices in lard, veal and coal contrasted 
with higher prices in eggs, pork and gas. In a year’s time, 
wholesale price levels declined by 3%, while retail prices 
increased by 1%. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT DECREASES 

The number of unemployed registered with Austrian 
Labor Offices amounted to 124,182 at the end of April. Com- 
pared with the figures of Marcli, the total number of unem- 
ployed is down by 69,372 or 35.8%. 


UPTURN IN SAVINGS DEPOSITS 
AND CREDIT VOLUME LAST MARCH 

During March, total savings account deposits in Austrian 
banks rose by 269 million schillings to 18,330,000,000 schil- 
lings. (26 schillings equal one dollar.) Checking account 
deposits increased by 313 billion schillings to 16,780,000,000 
schillings. During the same month, the volume of commercial 
credits rose by 646 million schillings by 30,160,000,000 
schillings. 
AUSTRIAN BANKS DECLARE SEVEN PERCENT DIVIDENDS 
Austria’s two major banks, the Creditanstalt-Rankverein 
the Austrian Laenderbank, will again distribute a 7% 
dividend 1957. Basic provisions guarantee a 6% annual 
dividend for preferential shareholders. 


and 
for 


Business in 1957 showed a substantial increase for both 
banks in operational, capital and liquid funds. The Credit- 
295.3 
billion schillings, an increase in capital funds of 10.3% to 
1,553,600,000 schillings, and an increase in balance of 18% 
to 8,224,000,000 schillings. (26 schillings equal one dollar.) 
The rate of liquidity amounted to 59.5% as against 54.4% at 
the end of 1956. Net profits totaled 35 million schillings. The 
Laenderbank in turnover by 21.9%, in 


anstalt recorded an increase in turnover of 20.7% to 


showed an increase 


capital funds by 8.6% to 600 million schillings, and an in- 
rease in balances by 21.3% to 5.6 billion scliillings. The 
liquidity rate was 61.9% and net profits amounted to 19.3 


million schillings. 
HOW SOME OF AUSTRIA’S INDUSTRIES 
WILL FARE IN THE FREE TRADE ZONE 

The Austrian Institute for Economic Research has under- 
Trade 
have upon Austrian industry. Some of its findings 


taken a study of the possible effects which the Free 
Area will 
were recently published; on the whole, they referred to light 
industry — the vehicle, furniture, leather, clothing and food 
industries. 
Vehicles, Furniture 

of the industry 
will probably fare well under a Free Trade Area: they are 
able in a given number of products and thus 


manufacture them in large series. 


The large enterprises Austrian vehicle 


to specialize 


Medium and smaller enterprises which are not suited to 
mass production will have a chance only if they develop into 
highly specialized sub-contractors for the large businesses. 

The Austrian furniture industry faces sharp competition, 
especially froin West Germany, once the custom barriers fall. 
hances of this industry will depend on its success in 
leveloping distinct new styles. 

Leather 

The leather industry is a stagnating industrial branch in 
all countries because artificial materials increasingly take 
the Since nearly all leather producing 


place of leather. 


May 24, 195¢ 


nations protect these industries by tariff measures, it is har 
to fortell the possible consequences of liberalization. Mar 
Austrian concerns will be able to remain competitive iftey 
the fall of customs barriers only if they ere able to obtaj 
domestic skins at current prices, which are considerab); 
cheaper than those for imported skins. Foreign competitior 
is practically non-existent now because leather goods do ng 
fall under the current liberalization program; the bigger sho 
manufacturers of West Germany and Italy would probably gai; 
a foothold in the Austrian market once the Free Trade Are; 
has become a reality. 

A few Austrian specialized leather products might fir 
wider sales possibilities due to their outstanding quality 
but generally the advantages of a lowering of tariffs will bé 


with foreign nations. 
Austria’s Fashions 


The garment industry faces some difficult adjustment: 
If these are met satisfactorily, it has a great opportunity: 
to expand its markets. The clothing industry will gain fror 
the fact that ready-made clothes are nowadays more wide! 
preferred to custom-made clothing. 

Some enterprises, however, will find it difficult to ret 
into mass producing units. Considering all points, the chance 
of the Austrian clothing industry are tied to satisfying th 
demands of customers interested in high quality fashions 
Clearly, Austria will 
concerns specializing in cheap, mass-produced goods. 


not be able to compete with foreig 


The Food Industry and Agriculture 
The iain problems of the food industry arise from it 
dependence on domestic agriculture: Austrian producers ar 
often forced to buy their raw materials domestically on less 
favorable terms than those obtaining under free market cor 
ditions in a wider area. Many branches of the food industr 





would get into difficulties if imports were not liberalized. 
COMPENSATION SHIPMENTS TO THE SOVIET UNION 

The 20th session of the Austrian Commission for Con} 
pensation Shipments to the Soviet Union met recently iy 
Vienna under the chairmanship of Federal Chancellor Juliy 
Raab. Following his report, the Commission approved sti! 
ments of merchandise amounting to $4,537,312 (117,967,51: 
schillings) for the fourth year. Shipments include tins, rollin 
mill equipment, industrie] meters, electrical measuring dé 
paper producing machinery, cloth anc 
copper ware. 


vices, compressors, 
When these orders are filled, the total value of shipnent 
for the fourth year (including earlier approved shipment: 
amounts to $12,790,501 (332,553,026 schillings), 
The value of goods sent to the Soviet Union during t! 
third year of the agreement (up to April 30, 1958), amounte 





to $18,723,982 (486,823,548 schillings). Already delivered 
account of the fourth year were goods arounting to $31,68' 
(823,809 schillings). The Austrian account was credited fd 
these shipments by the Soviet State Bank. 

758 962,146 kilograms of crude oil were shipped to tl! 
Soviet Union as of April 30, 1958, on the basis of the agre* 
ment on source oil compensation. 
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NATURAL GAS UP; OIL OUTPUT DIPS 

A comparison of the Austrian petroleum production in 
March as well as in the first quarter of 1958 with the results 
juring the same periods in 1957 shows that oil production 
lecreased by 10% in both periods while natural gas exploi- 
tation increased by 6 and 7%, respectively. 


NEW GAS STORAGE TANK FOR VIENNA 
SECOND-LARGEST IN EUROPE 

The VOEST (United Austritn Steel) corporation in Linz 
as started construction of a 300,000 cubic meter gas storage 
tank on theWienerberg, in the south of Vienna. Europe’s 
largest gas storage tank is at Mainz, West Germany; it has a 
apacity of 350,000 cubic meters (one cubic meter equals 
35.3 cubic feet) and was recently finished. 


THE NEW SCHWECHAT REFINERY 

A ceremony celebrating the laying of the cornerstone for 
planned new great refinery in Schwechat near Vienna 
recently took place there. The new enterprise will be under 
of the Austrian Petroleum Administration. The 
plans which were worked out by the Lurgi Company of F'rank- 
furt-on-Main, call for machinery to refine 1.6 million metric 


ne 


the control 


tons of crude oil annually. The refinery encompasses a normal 
distillation plant (benzine, petroleum, light and 
heavy oils as well as fueld ils), a catalytical reforming plant 
high octane gasoline and heavy benzine), a liquid gas plant 
(propane and butane which have to be imported) as well as 
a plant for making ethyls as a base for petrochemical prc- 
jucts. All necessary auxiliary plants and storage facilities 
are 


pressure 


also in the planning stage. Total cost is estimated at 
560 million schillings. The Austrian Petroleum 
that within 10 years the new refinery will 
iccount for roughly 1.5 billion schillings (26schillings e qual 


me dollar) through 


Administra- 
tion estimates 
general sales improvements and trans- 
portation savings. 

The new refinery is planned for expansion. Refining of 
2.5 million metric tons is talked of as the final goal, but it 
was noted that the current plan for 1.6 million metric tons of 
crude corresponds to the 1960-1970 expected production 
from domestic oil fields. The figure includes certain crude oil 
imports which 


oil 


would be necessary to keep the refinery 
until 


Use of imported crude oil 


working at capacity 


fully. 


domestic sources can supply it 
up to a third of the total 
would be economically feasible. 


TESTS MAY LEAD Tt MORE 
ECONOMIC OPERATION OF BLAST FURNACES 

The Austrian Alpine Montan Corporation, in cooperation 
with a French steel company, will shortly undertake tests 
whith, it is hoped, may lead to considerable savings of coke 
in the of blast furnaces. will 
include the use of fuel oil and natural gas. Since Austria 
its blast fur- 
the tests are of great economic importance to the 


operation The experiments 
has to import all the coke necessary to fire 
neces, 
-ountry. 


STEAM-POWER GENERATING PLANTS 
HELD A NECESSITY IN AUSTRIA 


In view of present conditions it is economically more 
feasible for Austria to generate its electrical energy by water 
and steam power producing plants, according to Austrian 
Minister Waldbrunner. Minister Waldbrunner made this de- 
claration on April 25, during ceremonies marking the opening 
of the new steam power generating plant, the Voitsberg II, 
in answer to the oft-repeated question: why doesn’t Austria - 
like Norway and Switzerland - meet its electric current needs 
by water power generating plants and give up using steam? 

Steam-power generating plants, it explained, 
heiped to neutralize fluctuating seasonal losses registered 
by water power producing plants. Furthermore, steam-power 
plants can be built more cheaply and rapidly than storage 
power stations. Three quarters of Austria’s electrical current 
needs should be produced by water power generating plants, 
and the remaining one quarter by stean-power, according to 
Waldbrunner. 

Austrian industry on the whole has derived considerable 
advantages from steam-power plants. Between 1953 and 1957 
the Austrian hydroelectric industry alone gave the 
industry orders amounting to one billion schillings. 
$1-A-DAY MEN 


The Austrian Army has gone non-military for once. It is 


was 


power 


currently engaged in a brief action which, while unusual, is 
highly useful. Soldiers are being used in Carinthia in refores- 
tation work. In one district alone, they intend to plant 80,000 
trees. Aside from this action a 15-year plan envisions the 
reforestation of 25,000 hectares of woodlands (one hectare 
equals 2.5 acres) with the help of Austria’s army. 

The soldiers are volunteers, most of whom have an ap- 
propriate civilian background in agriculture or forestry. They 
work eight hours daily. Their food comes from the army. Only 
its preparation is the land owner’s responsibility. The parti- 
cipants are also transported by army vehicles. The Army is 
repaid at the rate of 25 schillings (one 26 
schillings) by day per 


A BILLION FOR AGRICULTURAL MACHINES 
Austrian agriculture has purchased machinery worth 20 


dollar equals 


han. 


billion schillings (26 schillings equa! one dollar) since the 
of World War IJ. After the United States 
Austria employs more tractors than any other country in the 
world. Among the Austrian Laender, Upper Austria uses most 


26.5 


end and Sweden, 


tractors; farmers there have one tractor for each hec- 


tares (one hectare equals 2.5 acres). 


BUTTER SURPLUS 

25,000 carloads of unsold butter have been stored in 
one of the 
which Austria was able to export butter (practically at give- 
away prices) was Romania. That country now is no longer a 
customer, having demanded a nine months’ credit. However, a 


cold storage throughout Europe; last states to 


Russian buying mission is expected to discuss a barter agree- 
with Austria under which Austrian butter would be 
traded for Russian coal. 


ment 
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CONSUMPTION OF MILK AND DAIRY PRODUCTS 

In milk consumption, Austria has regained the pre-war 
level of 185 kilograms per capita and year and, according to 
a OEEC report, is now in seventh place, ahead of the United 
States and England. Only the Scandinavian countries, Switzer- 
land, the Netherlands and Canada consume more milk than 
Austria. 

In the first quarter of 1958, fresh milk consumption was 
134,930 metric tons, or 2.6% more than during the same period 
The use of heavy cream aniounted to 928 tons, 
or 16% more. In comparison with 1953, its consumption has 


increased almost 110%. 


the year before. 


The pre-war consumption of butter — three kilograms per 
capita annually — was easily surpassed by the current four 
kilograms. Austria is in 10th place. Austria’s butter 
production during the first quarter of 1958 amounted to 8,008 
metric tons as against 6,706 tons during the same period of 
1957, and thus has increased by 19.4%. Butter sales via dairies 
4.3% from 5,299 metric tons in the first three 
months of 1957 to 5,527 tons in the first quarter of 1958. 

The rising butter consumption durirg the first quarter of 


Here 


increased 


1958 is due to the action of lowering prices for agricultural 


products last March. During that month alone, butter sales 
increased by 18%. 

Far below the average, however, is Austria’s consump- 
tion of cheese. Although recert statistics show that the pre- 
war level of 3.7 kilograms per capita and year had again been 
that amount is international average 
of 5.7 kilogra:as. Domestic cheese consumption amounted to 
2,84 metric tons during the first quarter of 1958, a rise of 
33% over the 1953 figures. 

MORE CANNED GOODS; LESS BAKERY GOODS 

Production of foodstuffs — compare! with the previous 

year — suffered a decline in 1957. Particularly hit were bread 


and cake, and flour products. On the other hand, production of 


reached, far below the 


canned meat, Jiquor, butter, margarine, chocolate goods, 
potato products ard sugar increased. 

Production figures for 1957 for the more important food- 
stuffs follow (1956 figures in parentheses): 

tread, 54,200 metric tons (55,400); white bread, including 
cake, 19,150 metric tons (19,600); canned meats 2,300 metric 
(1,600); liquor, 167,000 hectoliters (149,000); milk, sold as 
such, 2,819,000 hectoliters (2,729,000); butter, 3,400 metric 
tons (2,400); flour and groats, 385,000 metric tons (380,000); 
flour prolucts, 20,200 metric tons (21,400); marmalades, 
7,500 tons (7,500); 650 tons (680); chocolate 
18,500 tons (17,000) suger products, 15,500 tons 
(15,000); marinated fish, 1,350 tons (1,506); margarine, 30,200 
tons (26,000); edible oils, 29,200 tons (28,700); beet sugar, 
250 ,000 (193,000); 38,200 tons 


(48,100). 


canned fruit, 


goods, 


tons imported cane sugar, 
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AUSTRIAN FARMS CONSOLIDATE 

A report by the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry shows that in the time from the beginning of the 
agricultural operations and the end of 1957, 1,079 consoli- 
dations of farm holdings, involving 335,095 hectares and 
78,588 participants, took place: 152 more consolidstions of 
altogether 42,498 hectares with 15,371 participants are cur- 
rently being undertaken. (One 'iectare equals 2.5 acres.) 


FEWER SEX CRIMES 

Recent statistics showed that sex crimes in Austria hav: 
been on the decrease during the past few years. Crimes as a 
whole, however, have risen slightly. During the last five 
years, the number of sex crimes declined from 711 to 565 per 
year. Only from 1956 to 1957 was there a slight increas 
held over to the first few months of 1958. 

A breakdown showed that adolescents are involved in 
sex crimes in growing numbers, but so is their participation 
in crime generally, which in turn is due to the fact that mor 
adolescents are leaving school now than in any other post-war 
year. 

It has also been disclosed that in Austri# more sex 
crines are committed in the smaller industrial towns than in 
the open country or in big cities. 

STREAMLINING OF AUSTRIAN 
HOTEL INDUSTRY RECOMMENDED 


Streamlining of the Austrian hotel industry was urged b) 
government economic experts following publication of a sur 
vey conducted in Vienna and elsewhere in Austria. 

According to the survey, which was sponsored by a 
parliamentary committee, 74% of Vienna’s hotels and lodgin: 
houses do a year round business, while for 12% the season 
lasts from six to eight months, and sometimes only five;for 
2% the seasor lasts only two nonths. 

The survey also discloses that 70% of the establish- 
ments were closed at least one day a week; 35% preferred 
to close on Sundays. Most of the establishments (60%) reported 
thet their peak business was done in the evening. 

The survey concluded that only one third of Austria’s 
hotels provide accommodations for foreign tourists. Plans 
are now being made to instruct Austrian hotel-owners on 
methods of realizing their economic potential by providing 
more efficient accommodations to the growing number of 
foreign tourists. 

MAY I SEE YOUR PASSPORT, MR. BUCHWALD? 

‘A Westerner driving from Paris to Russia has the choice 
of two routes. He can either go through Berlin .... or he can 
drive through Vienna. After weighing the advantages of both 
routes, we chose the second one, mainly because it would 
give us an opportunity to pass by Demel’s in Vienna, the 
greatest pastry shop in the world. 

‘Before leaving Paris, we had applied for transit vises 
for Czechoslovakia and Poland and were granted them for 
forty-eight hours in each country. We also applied for a 4& 
hour visa for Demel’s. It was finally granted and they stamped 
a Sacher torte in our passport.’’ (Art Buchwald in the ‘‘New 
York Herald Tribune’’) 
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WOMEN HOLD TWO OUT OF 
EVERY FIVE JOBS IN VIENNA 
Statistics show a marked preponderance of women in 
enna’s population, largely as a result of the two World 
Wars: in 1869, for instance, there were only 952 women for 
ach 1000 men; in 1880, there were 1,038, and in 1910 - 
1.084. In 1934, however, there were 1,210 women for every 
{000 men, and in 1951, 1,303. Only during the past few years 
slight change toward a more balenced population structure 
k place. 

With a population of 916,665 women and 722,848 men, 

tnere are now 127 women to every 100 men in Vienna. (The 
itional average, exclusive of Vienna, 
ery 100 men). 
It might be concluded that women, as a whole, simply 
have no choice but to work in Vienna. A closer look at the 
statistics shows, however, that this is not so: among Vien- 
se below 30, there are only 106 women to every 100 men; 
ong those past 65, on the other hand, there are 174! Thus, 

by far the highest percentage of Vienna’s ‘‘odd women’’ are 
st retirement age. 

A marked feature of these statistics is the extraordinarily 
high percentage of widows: of every 100 Viennese women 32 
re single, 45 married, 18 widowed, and 5 divorced. (The 

ymparative figures for the whole of Austria - exclusive of 
Vienna- are: 45 single, 44 married, 9 widowed and 2 divorced. 

This means that in Vienna every sixth woman is widowed. 

However, as only a few of the older widows are working, the 


is 111 women for 


percentage of working women in Vienna is below the national 


iverage. 

This is partly due to the fact that, in the provinces, 
women are often part-time workers in agriculture - a group 
that is practically non-existent in Vienna. Statistics com- 
uted in 1951 show that of Vienna’s working women, 9% are 
elf-employed (against 12% in the provinces), and 87% are 
salaried or wage earners. (The comparative figure for the 
rovinces is 46%.) Four percent of Vienna’s working women 
we employed in gardening and agriculture full time. 

Roughly one half of Vienna’s female labor force is em- 
loyed in the manufacturing business; about one third are 
ffice workers. 

Where do these women work? A breakdown shows the 
following picture: 

Fifteen percent are employed in trade and commerce, 12 % 
n the garment industry, 9% are metal workers,-8% work in 
various administrative jobs, 6% are domestic employees, 5% 
are social and health workers, another 5% civil servants, and 
still another 5% are teachers and educators in various capa- 
‘ities. The rest work in hotels, restaurants, stores and shops. 

Of every five Viennese holding a job, two are women. And 
women, by the way, are entering the labor market in growing 
numbers; in the two years between 1955 and 1957, the female 
labor force grew by 11%, against arise in the male category 
f only 4%. 

It seems, however, that women make the r.ost conspi- 
cuous inroads in the less desirable fields of employment, 


leaving men free to forage for jobs that pay better money. For 
instance, there is no marked trend of wonen entering into 
trades or professions hitherto ‘‘exclusively male.’’ On the 
other hand, the percentage of female workers in jobs tradi- 
tionally accessible to women is growing constantly. 

Thus, the total employment in the garment industry, in 
the hotel and restaurant trade and in beauty parlors has grown 
by about 20%; women account for almost 100% of the addi- 
tional labor force. 

Statistics also show that maternity is no bar to a career. 
In 1957, no less than 58% of childbearing women in Vienna 
were working. More than two thirds of all first-born children 
had working mothers, and even among those mothers who 
gave birth to their second child nearly 50% were working. 

Child care is therefore a very important problem for the 
Vienna municipal authorities. This goes hand in hand, of 
course, with measures to aid working mothers. A recent 
study of the Vienna Chamber of Labor showed that every 
tenth child of a working mother is left at home alone and un- 
attended; and that, with regard to every fourth sick child of a 
working mother, the mother must either forego her ow!. vaca- 
tion or take the risk of reporting herself sick in order to 
attend to her child. 

The authorities are of course concerned with alleviating 
those hardships, and efforts to give individual attention to 
such cases are extended to the very limits of resources, faci- 
lities and manpower of the City’s social administration. 

Another source of official concern is the evident fact that 
women are often hired on a last-come-first-go basis; that the 
jobs at which they work are usually the least secure; and that 
they have not yet succeeded in penetrating many for-males- 
only barriers. It is widely held in Austria that full equality 
for the career woman is a prerequisite for a more balanced and 
diversified labor force, and thus an important factor in achiev- 
a rising standard of living. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


U.S. FELLOWSHIPS FOR AUSTRIANS. 

Dr. Leroy E. Burney of the U.S. Public Health Service 
announced recently that 13 European scientists, including two 
Austrians, were granted research fellowships last April to 
enable them to finance their stay in America. The chosen 
scientists will each receive an annual stipend of $3,800 plus 
an additional amount of $380 for wives and each child. Their 
travel expenses will also be paid. The two Austrians, both 
are Dr. Othmar Preining, a physicist of Vienna 
“niversity, and Dr. Johann H. Holzner, a histochemist. 
ROCKEFELLER GRANT FOR UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ 

The Rockefeller Foundation recently announced a $15,000 
(400,000 schilling) grant to the University of Graz. The mone y 
is to he used by the Institute for Theoretical and Fhysical 








Viennese, 


Cheniistry for research on the structure of biologically active 
compositions. Professor Otto Kratky is in charge of the 
project. 
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YOUNG MUSICIANS MEET IN VIENNA 


300 youthful musicians between the ages of 15 and 25 
will arrive in Vienna during the first week of June to take 
part in the First Vienna International Youth Festival. The 
Vienna Haydn Orchestra has on its schedule the world pre- 


Paul ‘ Concert 


International 


miere of the Viennese Angerer’s 
la Jeunesse.’’ And the Youtt 
lirection plans to perforn 


composer 


pour Orchestra 


under Hermann Scherchen’ works by 


Schoenberg, Stravinksy and Beethoven. (At the world congress 


of the Jeunesses Musicales in Brussels, Austrian youth wil] 
given 
the 


ical Youth, will perform in the 


be represented by A concert will be 


July 13. The 


the Orchestra of 


200 participants. 


y them on Haydn Orchestra, as part of 


Austria’s Mu 


Palais des Beaux Arts ond is at the disposal of participants 
in the conductor course of Professor Swarowsky until August 
4 in the Austrian Pavilion.) 

An opera workshop is planned for tlhe coming seas: n; the 
best works will be televised. Also planned are 12 concert 
‘ycles embracing the classics, modern music and jazz. On 
this occasion, the Volksoper Orchestra will make its bow ir 
Vienna as an independent orvanization. 


concert in Noven:ber 


UNESCO 


Paris will be the place of a youtl 


the pening ceremony for the new building. 


Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and Stravinsky’s Palm Symphon\ 
have been programmed. The musicians will be mer bers of tl 

Youth 
French Jeunesses Musicales. (The concert will be repeate 


Orchestra of Austria’s Musical and the choir of tl 
later in Strassbourg an.’ Saarbruecken.) Late in October wil] 
see the first Austrian Jazz Festival. 

For the 
for a 


1959 Vienna Festival, plans are in the makin 
of youth orchestras of thi 
year’s international] ‘‘youth orchestra exchange’’ in Brussels. 
PHILHARWONIC CONDUCTORS CHOSEN FOR 1958-1959 

The Vienna 
lowing musical directors for its eight subscription concert 
the ‘‘Nicolai”’ 
luring the 1958-1959 season: 

Karl 
subscription c 
Dimitri 
Schuricht and Leopold Stokowski. 

In addition, the Vienna Philharmonic will celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the death of Josef Haydn with the per- 


neeting along the lines 


Philharmonic Orchestra contracted the fc 


and and Furtwaengler Memorial Concert 


Boehm, Herbert Karajan (Nicolai Concert and or 


ncert), Hans 'nappertsbusc!,, Rafael Kubelik 


Mitropoulos, Eugene Ormandy, Mario Rossi, Car 


corm 


forinence of he Creation.’’ The Orchestra will be assisted 
by the choir of the Vienna Society of Friends of Music: Volk- 


mar Andreae wil! conduct. 
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